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INTRODUCTION 

Language for orderly and systematic description of any 
language, it has to be broken into smaller unit or smaller 
pieces for easy comprehensive, for example: study of 
category of language involved the study of issues like 
phonology, grammar, semantic and morphology. 

This topic deals with grammar categories which is the 
description of how words are put together in the formation of 
larger structures such as: groups, sentences and clause. 

GRAMMATICAL UNIT OF SENTENCE 

The English language has 5 grammatical units and they are 
ordered in term of rank that is from largest unit to smallest 
unit as can be seen from the diagram below: 

Sentenced Clause-^ Group Word Morphemes 

The diagram above shows the largest unit of grammar. It 
shows the ‘sentence’. It is followed by ‘clause’ and the 
‘group’, and then ‘morpheme’ which is the smallest unit in 
English. 

SENTENCE 

The term has been given many different definitions from 
different linguists. In fact Friest (1952) point out that, there 
are over 200 hundred definition of term sentence, and a 
critical look at these definition revealed the problems that 
associated with some of the definition. In traditional grammar 
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for instances, the sentence has been on many different words, 
for example: “the sentence is defined as group which has a 
subject and a predicate”. 

1. * Dauda: ///do you like him III 

* Mary: ///Yes, surely and certainly/// 

2. * Are you a member of this class 

* Of course 

This above definition is inadequate or deficient, because it 
can’t account for some cited example. However, cited 
example like: IIII saw him in the motor parklll. This 
particular sentence can be accounted for structurally because 
it can be analyzed into subject and predicate, where for 
instance ‘7’ is a subject and ‘ saw ’ him in the motor park is a 
predicate. But the above definition can’t account for some 
naturally accruing instance of English sentences especially in 
conversation. For example in conversation Aliyu: “Did you 
go to school?” 

John: IIIYes of course!I I 

John answered which is “Yes” is certainly not a group of 
words but a single word and can’t be analyzed in subject and 
predicate. It should however, be noted that these are not 
problem. In above definition, the definition can’t be account 
for sentence with multiple or many elements. For example: 

IlIHe opens the door and drops away!!! 
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I I/He opens the door and drops the carl I I 

The above sentence is also defined by traditional grammar “a 
relatively completed an independent units of 
communication”. The problem with this definition is that a 
sentence is not a unit of communication but rather it is a unit 
of grammar which are 5 in number; 1. Sentence, 2. Clause, 3. 
Group, 4. Word, and 5. Morpheme. 

Secondly, it is not language alone that is used for 
communication, because there are other means of 
communication such as; drum, fire, facial expression such as: 
gesture can also be used for the purpose of communication. 
Some linguist defined a sentence as “a group of word which 
expresses complete thought”. This definition surely lacks 
ingredient in the sense that a sentence is no only or always a 
group of word because a single word can be a sentence. 

Secondly, the sentence is not always used for the expression 
of though. Sentence can be used for expression of feelings. 
For examples: 

///This hand hurts badly/// 

The sentence can also use of command, statement and 
directive. For example: 

///Do it III 

l/IY ou must see me tomorrow/// 
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Therefore, it is very wrong or deficient to say that, the 
sentence is meant for the expression of thought. 

In term of sentence can be defined as a group of word that 
has a subject and predicate. The definition above defined the 
sentence correctly but some instance is a negation in the 
definition. Example: 

HU killed the rat in the garden!II 
Despite this, is a complete sentence that it can be analyzed 
best on the subject and predicate. ‘7’ is a subject and ‘killed 
the rat in the garden ’ is a predicate. 

So, in taking quickly look into the sentence below we found 
out that, above definition is not complete. For instance, in 
conversation: 

Fatima: “Did you go to school” 

Hafsat: “Yes” 

Our concern here is the Hafsat’s answer “Fes”, is not a group 
of word is single word and it can be called as a sentence. 

From the above definition, one can bear for conclude that, the 
sentence is a controversial term due to the problem of 
inherent definition of sentence in Traditional Grammar. 

Modern linguist, came up with definitions in order to solve 
the problem, they however does not meant that some of the 
definition of the modern grammarian or linguist are not 
problematic, for example Harris (1951) proposed the solution 
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to the whole problem for defining the sentence by replacing 
sentence with “utterance” as any starch of talk by one person 
before and after which there is silent on the part of the 
speaker. 

Linguist researchers, however shown that “ utterance ” itself 
is no less problematic than the sentence in the definition 
above. One argument is clear that sentence and utterance are 
not the same, and so one cannot be used to replace another, 
this is because “utterance: belongs to the performatic aspect 
of the language, while the sentence is more of an abstract 
categories, there of not be same though the sentence is in 
problematic in nature, there is no way one can do away with 
linguistic studies, because of the problems ones encounter in 
the definition. Transformational Grammarians avoided the 
description or definition of the sentence or the term. The term 
sentence is used in Transformational Grammar without given 
it a concise definition, and to them the reader is allowed to 
sort out thing for himself contextually. 

In Systemic Grammar, the sentence is defined as the “the 
largest grammatical unit, make up of one or more clause”. 
This definition is believed by linguist to be better and 
simplest, it is simple because we know what grammatical 
English unit are, and equally know the position equipped by 
the sentence (that is the largest grammatical unit). 

The sentence is therefore, identify within a category under 
which if s a unit and it functions as a grammar category. 
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Secondly, it identifies the sentence in term of size. 

SENTENCE STRUCTURE 

The description of the sentence, as the largest unit of 
grammar make up of clauses, clearly shows that the sentence 
is primarily made up of clause. The sentence made up one or 
variety of clause. For example, a sentence can be made up of 
clause as in the following sentence: 

IIIKabiru is very smart!II, 

HU love fast carlII. 

It can be made up of more than one clause as it owns 
structure. For example: 

IIIThe drums beat, the flute sand and the people 
helped their friendlll. 

SENTENCE TYPES 

Since the clause is the primary in which the sentence is made 
up, the type of sentences is made the types of determine the 
number and types of clauses to successful largest classified 
sentence into types we should able to distinguished two 
types of clause; Independent and Dependent clause otherwise 
known as “Alpha ” and “Beta ” clause. 

INDEPENDENT OR ALPHA CLAUSE - are clauses that 
can stand on themselves without depending on any other 
structure. They are structurally independent. For example: 
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I/The class was interesting!I 
//Do you attended the class//, 

//The meal was delicious//. 

These are all Independent Clause. 

DEPENDENT OR BETO CLAUSE - are clause that cannot 
stand on their own, they are clause that structurally 
dependent they required independent clause in which to co¬ 
occur in order to function; for example: 

//Because the class was interesting// 

//if Amina could buy a car//, 

The above clause couldn’t function on their own without rely 
on independent clause. 

Structurally, the English the sentence can be classified into 3 
major types: simple, compound and complex. 

1. SIMPLE SENTENCE - is the types of sentence that has 
one alpha or independent clause. For example: 

///He is a cheat///, 

H/I will be travelling to LagosIII, 

H/Nigerians are lazy///. 

2. COMPOUND SENTENCE - is a sentence of two or 
more independent or alpha clause put together or compound 
sentence refers to a structure that has two or more clause. 
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Compound sentence is therefore make up of two or more 
independent put together by appropriate co-coordinating 
conjunction such as and, nor, although, but etc. examples” 

///Pay your NEPA bill and your electricity will be restored// 
///Sani is smart but Audu is sluggish/// 

///Aminu studies very hard yet he failed English language/// 

3. COMPLEX SENTENCE - is really similar to compound 
sentence because both types required at least two clauses to 
make their structure: the different between the two is that in a 
compound sentence only independent clauses are involved, in 
complex sentence therefore we have any number of 
independent clauses or clause bound to any number of 
dependent clause. In complex the dependent clauses are intro 
by sub-ordination conjunction example: 

• ///When he heard gun shot at Misau, he immediately 
called the police/// 

• ///Since he arrived the club, they have been winning 
their matches//// 

• ///Linder studies very heard, because he wanted to 
make a good grade/// 

• ///Musa could catch up the train, although he leave very 
early for the railway terminals/// 
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CLAUSES 

As pointed out early, the clause is serialized by co-structural 
elements (i.e. SPCA) these four elements realized each 
structural elements or a satisfactory description of English 
clause. There are 5 groups in English, these are: 

1. Nominal Groups; e.g., house, boy, car, book, he, she, 
they, we etc. 

2. Verbal Group; e.g., to eat, to play, was, Is, has to go, 
write etc. 

3. Adjectival group; e.g., handsome, blacks, beautiful, quit, 
laugh, sincere, tall, honesty. 

4. Adverbial group; e.g., quickly, beautifully, smartly, 
lovely, satisfactory, slowly etc. 

5. Prepositional group; e.g., by the rive side, in the garden, 
below the riverside, outside the gate, on the table, under 
the desk, beside the car, for your, in Abuja etc. 


Category 

Subject 

Predicate 

Complement 

Adjunct 

Groups 

Nominal 

Verbal 

Nominal 

Adjunct 

Preposition 

Adverbial 

Nominal 


The diagram above shows that, the subject is realized by 
nominal group, the predicate realized by verbal group, the 
complement by nominal and adjectival group; while the 
adjunct is realized by adverbial, prepositional and nominal. 
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THE SPCA STRUCTURAL FORMULA AND CLAUSE 
STRUCTURE GENERATION 

From what we have seen so far, it is clear that clause is 
generated by the SPCA structural formula. This SPCA is 
generated in the generation of old natural of current English 
clause. The formula is therefore composite formula form 
which several types of clause can be generated, examples: 
//go// = predicate, llplayll = predicate, llplay gentlyll - PA, 
I/jump quickly// = PA, //the dog back// = SP, //Musa ate the 
food// = SPC, //who discovered the river Niger// SPC, //the 
match opened at 8:00am// SPA, //open the door gently// 
PC A, //Open the door// PC A, //open the door// PC, //Kicked 
the ball which care// PCA, //many drive slowly// SPA, l/Ali 
rides beautifully // SPA, //the students answered the question 
beautiful// SPCA, //the refuges ate the food horribly// 
SPCA, //he came home last year// SPCA. 

It is however denoted that, there are many other English 
clauses that cannot be generated as explained and exampled 
above, examples: 

1. Principle of Multiplicity; //give peace a chance// PCC, 
//He was bom in Azare to a fish farmer/ / SPAA. 

2. Principle of Mobility; //slowly he came in//ASP, //he 
slowly came in// SAP, //he came in slowly//. 

3. Principle of Inversion; //you can do it/I CPC, //Can you 
do it// CSPC, //you can// SP. 
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A kind of transformation on the SPCA formula in order to 
generate the other clause structure that we have not got 
discuss, this structure as structured through the use of three 3 
different principles, they are: 

1. Principle of multiplicity of the element of clause structure 

2. Mobility of element of clause structure 

3. Invasion of the element structure 

1. MULTIPLICITY 

Multiplicity means more than in clause structure, more than 
three (3) elements can occur in a clause, these elements are 
the complement and adjunct appear more than one. Ability of 
complement and adjunct appear in a more than one in a 
clause, enlarge the structure of the clause,, there we have 
already seen. This showed that we can generate clause with 
multiple complement and adjunct in a clause, such as SPCC 
and SPAA from the formula of the principle of multiplicity is 
considered. 

Multiplicity of Complement - the complement is the one of 
the structural element of the clause that can occur more than 
one in a clause, examples: 

• lithe village made Adam the headll SPCC, 

• llthey elected Lola chairman!I SPCC, 

• //Many people painted their house green this day 11 SPCC, 

• //Fatima showed me the car yesterday!I SPCCA. 
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Mobility of Adjective - in normal English clause exhibits as 
described or discussed early, the adjunct occupied the first 
slot in the SPCA formula, examples: 

• llhe drove the carefully //, 

Because of the fact that, the adjunct is mobile, it can be from 
its original position to another in the clause structure, that is 
why its mobile it can move to occupy the initial position or 
the medial position in the clause structure, example: 

• / /carefully, he drove the carl I 

• I the carefully drove the carl I. 

In the clause / /carefully, he drove the carl I and Uhe carefully 
drove the carl I in which it occupied the last position it can 
move to occupied the initial and medial position. Because of 
its mobility, adjunct can slip as verbal group in a clause into 
2: llhe was eating the food slowly//, llhe was slowly eating 
the food/I. The adjunct is here for mobile to realize clause 
structure. 

INVASION IN CLAUSE STRUCTURE 

This is arrangement of clause structure element because of 
grammatical or stylistic reasons (adjunct and adjectives: 
1996) e.g. //he is beautiful woman// which has the structure 
of SPC, is a clause affirmative mode or a clause in a 
statement. This clause can be transformed into interrogative 
mode. Therefore, the principle of invasion //is she a beautiful 
woman?//, //you are Sani// = //are you Sani?//, therefore, the 
invasion is the rearrangement. 
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CLAUSE TYPES IN ENGLISH 

The clause in English has been categorized into two, formal 
and functional. 

FORMAL - 


under formal dimension, there are 3 dimensions that can be 
made in analyze English clause in the formal type. Each of 
the three (3) types constitutes a system: 


1. Dependency-^ 


Depend 


2. Finiteness —Cl 


Finite 

Non-finite 


3. Major 


Major 

Minor 


Under dependency system two (3) members can be 
identified, namely: independent as “ alpha clause” and 
dependent clause as “beta clause 


INDEPENDENT CLAUSE - is a clause that can be 
function alone in a text without depending on any other 
structure, e.g. 


• Hit rained cat and dog yesterday I I 

• IlOh, what pride day 11 

• I lean you see me tomorrow!I. 

DEPENDENT CLAUSE - is a clause that cannot function 
alone on its own, e.g. 
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• //when we go out// 

• //seen although he is very high// 

• //since he would play in world cup// 

• //because we are hosted noga game// 

• Has soon as the sun// 

• //saw the teacher// 

• //if it is fine today//. 

2. FINITE CLAUSE - 

This system has two (2) members; finite and non-finite 
clause. 

FINITE CLAUSE - is a clause that have finite verb 
functioning in it, that is the verb that show the completion 
of action or process, e.g. 

• //he potted his hand in his pocket// 

• //he opened the door with his elbow// 

• //John repented his sins into church// 

• HMyke Tyson is a great boxer// 

• //He is a student// 

• //Abubakar is quite today//. 

NON-FINITE CLAUSE - necessary has a non-finite verb 
functioning in it, the verb is non-finite clause indicates non¬ 
completeness of action or process; some of example of 
finite clause as above can be transformed into non-finite 
clause by changing the verb in them into non-finite clause, 
example: 
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• //putting his hand in his pocket// 

• //opening the door with his elbow// 

• //John repented his sins in the church// 

• //since he is a student//. 

3. MAJOR SYSTEM 

If all of the natural English clause are to be account for 
major and minor clause, the status of the clause under this 
system is determine by the present or absent of verbal 
groups function as the refer to as major clause, because of 
the present of the verb. Independent, dependent, finite and 
non-finite clauses are major clauses, examples: 

• //close the door gently// 

• //driven to the hospital by the police// 

• //since the University Gadau//. 

MINOR CLAUSE - don’t have element of predicate or 
verbal group that are termed minor clause because they lack 
an obligatory elements, examples: 

• //he face sickly pain/ 

• //what a beautiful day// 

• //any more water in pool//,//any idea// 

• //simply unbelievable// 

• //much more haste less speed// 
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FUNCTINAL DIMENSION 


Clause Types 

Mood 


Imperative 


Non-Imperative 

_i_ 

i 

Affirmative 

i 

Interrogative 

r- 1 -, 



i 

Polar 

Non-Polar 


IMPERATIVE CLAUSE - have not further sub-divided as a 
clause that is used for given command unlike dependency, 
finite and major classification which a formal classification or 
categorization. English can also be classified into 2 types, 
according to the function, they are used to in text discourse, 
they can use to commanding to do they (imperative) making 
statement in form of other ( Affirmative and requesting ) form 
other interrogative. The functional clause system structure is a 
diagrammatic above, the diagram implies that the first 
instance all clauses can divided into 2 systems; imperative 
and non-imperative . 

The Imperative is the final has no other further elements of 
subdivision. Non-imperative has sub-division, it has divided 
into two (2) systems; where clauses are affirmative or 
interrogative and finally the interrogative sub-divided into 2 


Page 16 of 24 






ENG2201 - SENTENCE & CLAUSE IN ENGLISH 


choices; polar and non-polar. Each of those systems are 
described below: 

THE IMPERATIVE CLAUSES 

These are clauses functions as commands; they are simply use 
in giving command to other, generally imperative clauses is 
doesn’t have subject. Examples: 

• //go out of this class// 

• //stop talking// 

• //sit down// 

• //open the door// 

• //stop that non-sense// 

• //do you go home now//. 

AFFIRMATIVE CLAUSE 

These are clauses of statement types, and they are 
preponderant in natural language, because we speak by 
stating, fact, experience, feeling and ideas. Examples: 

• //the Head and Dean are here// 

• //he had an accident yesterday// 

• HI have 3 bed rooms plat//. 

All what you have stated are statements. 

• HENG2201 is very interesting course// 

• //he passed with flying colour/ 

• //there was a pipeline explosion in Niger Delta area//. 
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It should noted however that, the some clauses has not have 
subject but there are still affirmative; 

• Usee next week!I 

• //thank you very much// 

• //plan the game well//. 

INTERROGATIVE CLAUSE 

These are clause that are to ask question; polar and non-polar 
interrogative clause system. 

POLAR CLAUSE - are clauses used for ask a confirmation 
or reputation of information already contain in the question; 
they are therefore is also required ‘ YES’ or NO’ answer. 
Examples: 

• //do you want to pass ENG2201 ?//, 

• //do you love him ?// 

• //do you want to see me in the office?// 

• //did they attend the party?// 

• //do I use your pen ?//. 

NON-POLAR CLAUSE - are easy for identification 
structurally, they are introduced by WH adverbial or form, 
such as what, who, which, when, where, why etc. This kind 
of clause the speaker sees for specific information, they 
cannot be answered as yes or no as a polar interrogative, 
examples: 

• //who discovered the River Niger?//, 

• //when did you arrive?// 
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• //which Ngugi’s wa Thiango’s novel do you want?//, 

• //who are you today?// 

• //where were you seen standing//. 

THE PHRASE IN ENGLISH 

Phrase can be described as group of words that has no finite 
verb, forming part of sentence, has no subject or predicate; on 
its own may give partial meaning. A phrase is a group of 
words that has no subject or predicate or both (subject and 
predicate). It needs to be joined to the main sentence or clause 
to give a complete meaning. A phrase is not a sentence, 
neither can stand alone as a complete thought, it contains no 
meaningful information on its own. It’s often used as a noun, 
a verb, an adjective, an adverb or a preposition; e.g. 

• /Salim’s book/ 

• /loitering about/ 

• /in the kitchen/ 

• /has been going/ 

• /the broken bottle/ 

• /the boiled yam/ etc. 

Phrase can be defined as a group of words with or without a 
finite verb that doesn’t make a sense and which only form part 
of a sentence. The issue of finite or non-finite verb is major 
factor that differentiate phrases from clauses, therefore in an 
expression that contains a verb to be identified as a phrase we 
must establish the following: 
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a. If the verb in expression is in the -ing form, the verb is 
non-finite then the expression is a phrase, e.g. /giving to 
the needy attracts god’s blessing. 

b. If the verb in the expression given is preceded by ‘to’ 
the verb is non-finite hence the expression is a phrase, 
e.g. /to pass exam involves hard working/, /to read without 
light is difficult/. 

c. If the verb in the expression given is meant to function 
as an adjective is a non-finite verb and expression is a 
phrase, e.g. /she told me to change the broken glasses/ 
(past participle of the verb word ‘break’), but in the 
sentence above it is qualified to the noun ‘glasses’, which 
is the function as an adjective. 

TYPES OF PHRASES - 

a. Noun Phrase 

b. Verb Phrase 

c. Adjectival Phrase 

d. Adverbial Phrase 

e. Prepositional Phrase 

f. Participial Phrase 

g. Infinitive Phrase 

h. Gerund Phrase. 


NOUN PHRASES 
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NP are phrases that can be used in place of nouns, they do the 
work of noun, it usually contains a noun and its modifiers, e.g. 

• // saw the village head/ 

• /the man at the gate is my father/ 

• /the old man stepping in the room has been 
discharging from hospitalZ 

• /I gave the brilliant students a gift/. 

FUNCTION OF NP 

The NP performs the function of a noun, it can be a subject, 
object, complement of the subject and object or of a 
preposition. The head of any NP could be a noun, pronoun, 
adjective or preposition. 

NP as a Subject of the Verb - 

• /the lecture is here/ 

• /the most beautiful sirl in the class is Binta/ 

• /the class rep was present at the time of incident/ 

• /sleeping without lisht is what I use to do every day/ 
etc. 

NP as a Subject Complement - when the NP is a same thing 
or person as the subject is function as the subject complement, 
e.g. 

• /Ibrahim is a lecture/ 

• /My friend is a doctor/ 

• /a lecturer becomes a diplomat/ etc. 
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NP as an Object of the Verb - when the NP comes after the 
verb, e.g. 

• // gave the prize to the best students/ 

• /they gave addressed the staff/ 

• // bought my wife a ring/ . 

NP as an Object Complement - when NP follows the object, 
e.g.: 

• /they called the former ruler a tyrant/ 

• /the community crowded Ether a chief/ 

• /the ungrateful students called his lecturer a wicked/ . 

NP as a Complement of Preposition - when NP occur after 
the preposition, it is given by preposition, e.g. 

• /award of excellence was given to the best lecturer/ . 

NP as an Appositive/Opposition of a Noun - it is said to be 
in position of noun when the NP and the N refers to the same 
person or thing, e.g. 

• /Muhammad Buhari the President has travelled to 
London/ 

• /Peter, the carpenter made this chair for me/ 

• /my student, the best in the class will surprise 
everyone/, 

• /Nigeria, the siant of Africa attempted independence 
in 1960/. 
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VERB PHRASE 

VP consists of a Main Verb and one or more auxiliary or 
helping verb in a sentence, e.g. 

• /they are playing in a near stadium / 

ADVERBIAL PHRASE - 

Adverbial Phase does the work of adverb that is modifies 
verb, adjectives, other adverb and preposition. It can also 
modifiers verb and indicate times; place, manner, frequency, 
degree, result of action, condition reason and purpose. E.g. 

• /the girl slapped thumb very hard in the face/. 

ADJECTIVE PHRASE 

Adjective Phrase it does the job of an adjective, that is tell 
more about particular noun or pronoun, it can perform a 
grammatical function of qualifying the noun that precedes it 
in a sentence; e.g. 

• /thepeak with tidy body is hearth /, modifies ‘hearth’, 

• /the man standing at the gate is my friend/ qualifies 
the ‘man’, 

• /the student to expel has stopped coming to school/. 
PREPOSITIONAL PHRASE 

Prepositional phrase is a type of phrase which preposition are 
usually typed with the noun or pronoun. It also a kind of 
preposition that begins with preposition and ends with noun 
phrase, e.g. /the money was found in his pocket/, /he jump 
into the garden/. 
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Function of Prepositional Phrase: 

As an Adverb - 

• /the police caught the theft in the garden/ (place) 

• /he came to home early in the morning/ (time). 

As an Adjective - 

• /The boys beside us are sleeping/ 

• /the man with cap is our lecture/ (qualifies the man), 

As a Complement of Verb 

• /we trust in sod/ 

• /we believe in his ideology! 

As a Complement of Adjective 

• /they are very kid to us/ 

• /he is good to everyone/ . 
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